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FAMOUS WOMEN

Diana - The People’s Princess

It was raining and Diana was standing behind a huge window in the living room of
her new home in the city. He was right, she thought. Three days ago Charles said:

“This is not a fairy tale and it’s not going to be. You have to get ready.”

The number of paparazzi photographers on the other side of the window
was growing by the minute. It has been only a couple of hours since the whole
country found out. Charles told everybody that they had been dating and were
about to get married. Now everybody wanted a picture or an interview.

Photographers were calling her name, asking her to go outside. She felt
happy and scared. Was she ready for everything that would soon be? Could she
take the pressure?

The phone rang...

“Lady Diana?” the voice was calm.

“Yes. This is her,” she replied.

“This is a secretary of Her Majesty the Queen. Her Majesty is expecting you
this afternoon for tea””

“Thank you. Please inform her that | am on my way.”

“Of course you are!”

The afternoon tea went well. Queen Elizabeth was kind and friendly but Di-
ana realized that her life was really about to change.

After long weeks of lessons in royal protocol, British history and etiquette,
she was ready to make the first public meeting with Charles and the media.
They immediately fell in love with her. She was young, beautiful and natural. The
whole world was interested in her. Their wedding was televised and watched by
750 million people worldwide.

However, as her popularity grew, her self-confidence decreased and she be-
gan to lose herself under the strict rules of the royal court. There was no place
for mistakes. Everything had to be perfect.

After having two beautiful boys, she fulfilled her duty as the wife of the
prince who was next in line to the throne.

Charles was less and less supportive and was also very busy travelling around
the world as an ambassador of the Queen.



SLAVNE ZENY

Diana - Princezna ludskych sfdc

Pr3alo a Diana postavala za velkym oknom obyvacej izby svojho nového domu
v meste. Mal pravdu, pomyslela si. Pred tromi diami jej Charles povedal:

JToto nie je rozpravka a ani nebude. Musi$ sa na to pripravit.”

Zéstupy paparazzov na druhej strane okna kazdou minutou réstli. Od verej-
ného ozndmenia ubehlo len par hodin. Charles vietkym povedal, Ze sa streta-
vaju a budu sa brat. Teraz si chcel princeznu kazdy vyfotografovat alebo s riou
spravit rozhovor.

Fotografi vykrikovali jej meno a ziadali, aby vysla von. Citila sa stastna, ale aj
vystrasena. Bola pripravena na to, ¢o sa onedlho stane? Zvladne ten tlak?

Zazvonil telefon...

,Lady Diana?” hlas bol pokojny.

,Ano, to som ja,” odpovedala.

JTu sekretdr jej veli¢censtva kralovnej. Jej velicenstvo vas dnes ocakava na po-
poludnajsom ¢aji.’

,Dakujem. Odkazte, prosim, Ze vyrazam na cestu.’

»Samozrejme.”

Na popoludnajsom ¢aji slo vsetko hladko. Kralovna Alzbeta bola mild a pria-
telska, ale Diana si uvedomila, ako velmi sa jej Zivot zmeni.

Po dlhych tyzdnoch plnych lekcii kralovského protokolu, britskej historie
a etikety bola pripravend na svoje prvé verejné stretnutie s Charlesom a zastup-
cami médii. Ti si ju okamzite zamilovali. Bola mlad3, krdsna a prirodzena. Cely
svet sa o0 Au zrazu zaujimal. Ich svadobny obrad sledovalo 750 miliénov ludi po
celom svete.

Hoci jej popularita rastla, jej sebavedomie klesalo a navyse ju striktné pra-
vidla kralovského dvora nicili. Chyby sa netolerovali. Vietko muselo byt per-
fektné.

Tym, ze porodila dvoch krasnych chlapcov, splnila svoju najdolezitejsiu ulo-
hu, ktord prinalezi manzelke naslednika tronu.

Charles ju podporoval ¢oraz menej a bol tieZ velmi zaneprazdneny cestova-
nim po svete, pretoze pdsobil ako kralovnin vyslanec.
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FAMOUS WOMEN

One afternoon she was complaining to a friend over the phone.

“I am a princess but in my own eyes | am a nobody. People expect me to
smile all the time, but | have lost the will. Everything is forbidden or against the
rules and | feel like a puppet with no real purpose.”

Lucia de Lima was a great listener.

“Stop complaining, Di. You have the power to change the world. If you really
need to find a purpose, use the media that are following you around and direct
their attention to something that is important. You are the Princess of Wales, you
can do whatever you want!”

Diana realized her friend was right. She started to work with many charity
organizations; she visited hundreds of hospitals and hospices and informed the
world about cancer, HIV, and leprosy treatment. She even walked through an
active mine field in Angola to demonstrate the difficulty of life there and to help
the Red Cross with their humanitarian work. She was always kind and nice and
people loved her very much. She was their princess.

Charles’s popularity decreased and he was called the husband of Princess
Diana. Although he made lots of jokes about it in public, he was unhappy in the
marriage. Diana felt the same, so after 14 years together they decided to divorce.
She continued to do humanitarian work until her untimely death in Paris. Her
funeral was watched by half of the people in the world...

Afternoon tea

Queen Elizabeth drinks her tea everyday between 3 and 5pm (it depends on her
schedule). Her afternoon tea consists of Darjeeling or Earl Grey tea, biscuits, small
sandwiches and mini cakes. But in Scotland or Britain — What's for tea? — can also
mean - What is for dinner? It originated from “HIGH TEA", which was almost a full meal
served between 6 and 7pm for hard working class, because the break between main
meals was very long. Lunch was usually served at 2pm and dinner at 9pm.



SLAVNE ZENY

Raz popoludni sa do telefénu stazovala svojej priatelke:

,Som sice princezng, ale vo svojich vlastnych ociach som nikto. Ludia odo mna
ocakavaju, ze sa budem neustale usmievat, ale ja uz nemam chut. Vsetko je bud'za-
kazané, alebo proti pravidlam, a ja si pripaddm ako babka bez skuto¢ného zmyslu.”

Lucia de Lima bola skveld posluchacka.

,Prestan sa stazovat, Di. Ved' mas moc zmenit svet. Ak skutocne hladas zmy-
sel Zivota, vyuzi médid, ktoré ta neustdle prenasleduju, a nasmeruj ich pozornost
na nie¢o naozaj dolezité. Si predsa princezna z Walesu, mézes si robit, ¢o sa ti
zachce!”

Diana si uvedomila, Ze jej priatelka mala pravdu. Zacala spolupracovat
s mnohymi charitativnymi organizaciami, navstivila tisice nemocnic a hospicov
a informovala svet o lie¢be rakoviny, HIV alebo lepry. Dokonca presla aj cez ak-
tivhe minové pole v Angole, aby ukazala, aky je v tejto krajine zlozZity Zivot, a po-
mohla Cervenému krizu s humanitarnymi aktivitami. Vzdy bola laskavéa a mila
a ludia ju za to milovali. Bola to ich princezna.

Charlesova popularita klesala a dokonca mu zacali hovorit manzel prin-
ceznej Diany. Aj ked’ o tom na verejnosti vtipkoval, v manzelstve bol nestastny.
Diana to citila rovnako, a tak sa po 14 spolo¢nych rokoch rozviedli. V humani-
tarnej Cinnosti pokracovala az do svojej pred¢asnej smrti v Parizi. Jej pohreb
sledovala polovica celého sveta...

TRUE OR FALSE?

» Diana was born a princess.

» Diana was a very confident person.

» Queen Elizabeth personally called Diana to invite her for tea.
» Charles took some time off to support Diana.

» Charles enjoyed being called “the husband of Princess Diana”.
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FAMOUS WOMEN

Maria Theresa — Coffee and Chocolate

It was a beautiful sunny day in Hofburg palace in Vienna and Maria Theresa was
walking slowly in the garden. She was pregnant again, but she refused to sit
down all day.

Her husband Francis went to look for her.

“Darling, you shouldn’t be walking here. Let me take you back to the palace”

Maria smiled.

“Do you remember what we wished for?” she asked him. He kissed her and
remembered their visit to Mariazell church, where they asked for the blessing of
a big family.

“Of course | do,” he replied and looked at her big stomach.

12



SLAVNE ZENY

Maria Terézia — Kava a ¢okolada

V hofburskom palaci vo Viedni bol krasny sInecny der a Méaria Terézia sa pomaly
prechadzala v zahrade. Bola opét tehotna, ale odmietala cely den sediet.

Jej manzel Frantisek ju iSiel hladat.

,Drahd, nemala by si sa tu prechadzat. Dovol' mi odprevadit ta naspét do paldca.’

Mdria sa usmiala.

,Pamatas sa, co sme si priali?” spytala sa ho. Pobozkal ju a zacal spominat na
ich navstevu mariazellského kostola, kde prosili o poZzehnanie pre pocatie velkej
rodiny.

,Samozrejme,” odpovedal a pozrel sa na jej velké brusko.
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FAMOUS WOMEN

“Next time we should be careful what we wish for.” She smiled. This baby was
the thirteenth.

All together Maria had 16 children. As a mother she was loving but strict.
She took care of their education, their eating habits, and decided to limit the
amount of sugar in their food. (But she did not limit herself, she loved food too
much). She was also very religious and she liked to punish her children with
hours of praying.

“Anna, dear child, what have | told you about being late to your classes?”
Maria Theresa looked at her eldest daughter and frowned. Anna was so scared,
she could only whisper:“l won't do it again, dear Mother”

“I know you won't. But today | want you to go to your room and pray on your
knees. | want to know that you mean it, so tonight you'll go without dinner.”

Although she was busy ruling, she always made time for her kids, which was
very unusual. Sometimes she and her husband spent the afternoon playing with
the children, reading with them, or walking in the garden and playing hide and
seek.

In portraits we see her as a serious woman, but she loved to laugh. And not
only that! She loved to dance, enjoyed masked balls, and played cards. She also
loved riding horses. Even when she was pregnant, she continued her hobby.

From written records, we know that she was crazy about blue silk dresses
and that she had hundreds of them. She also never missed the opportunity to
wear pearls.

On the other hand she was a hard worker, who read every paper she signed.
Before she had to make a difficult decision, she asked for a cup of coffee or hot
chocolate, which was very popular at the time.

Maria Theresa believed that children with knowledge from school could
make better lives for themselves and also for the crown. They would be intel-
ligent enough to have good jobs; they would make money for their families and
also would be able to pay taxes. This is why she introduced mandatory educa-
tion for all children.
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,Nabuduce by sme mali byt opatrnejsi s tym, ¢o si prajeme.” Usmiala sa. Toto
dieta bolo uz trinéste.

Maria mala dohromady 16 deti. Bola milujucou, ale prisnou matkou. Starala
sa o ich vzdelanie, stravovacie navyky a tiez sa rozhodla obmedzit mnozstvo
cukru v ich jedle. (Samu seba vSak neobmedzovala, jedlo mala totiz prilis rada).
Bola tiez velmi ndbozensky zalozena a rada trestala svoje deti hodinami modli-
tieb.

»+Anna, drahé dieta, ¢o som ti hovorila o neskorych prichodoch na hodiny?”
Méria Terézia pozrela na svoju najstarsiu dcéru a zamracila sa. Anna mala taky
strach, Ze len zasepkala:,,UZ to nikdy neurobim, drahd matka.”

Viem, Ze nie. Ale dnes chcem, aby si $la do svojej komnaty a modlila sa
na kolenach. Chcem vediet, Ze to myslis naozaj vazne, takze dnes budes bez
veclere!

Aj ked bola zaneprazdnena vladnutim, vzdy si na svoje deti urobila ¢as, ¢o
bolo velmi nezvycajné. Niekedy spolu s manzelom stravili celé popoludnie pri
hrach s detmi, ¢itali si s nimi alebo sa prechadzali v zdhradach a hrali sa na scho-
véavacku.

Z portrétov ju pozndme ako Zenu s vaznou tvérou, ale velmi rada sa smiala.
A nielen to! Rada tancovala, zbozrovala maskarné plesy a kartové hry. Tiez milo-
vala jazdu na koni. Tu nevynechala, ani ked bola tehotna.

Zo starych zapiskov vieme, Ze si velmi oblubila Saty z modrého hodvabu,
ktorych mala stovky. TieZ nikdy nevynechala prileZitost skraslit sa perlami.

Na druhej strane vsak dokézala tvrdo pracovat a kazdy dokument, ktory
podpisala, si starostlivo precitala. Predtym, ako mala spravit déleZité rozhodnu-
tie, poziadala o $alku kavy alebo horucej ¢okolady, ktord bola v tej dobe velmi
popularna.

Méria Terézia verila, Ze vzdelané deti m6zu viest lepsie Zivoty a byt prospesné
pre krajinu. Ich inteligencia im umozni ndjst si lepsiu pracu, uzivit rodinu a platit
dane. Preto sa rozhodla zaviest povinnu $kolskud dochadzku pre vietky deti.
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