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Dedi¢né richtdrstvo a pociatky mestskej samospravy v Bardejove

Pociatky mestskej samosprdvy v Bardejove suvisia s jeho vyvojom a mestotvor-
nym procesom v 14. storo¢i. Pisomné zmienky o severnych oblastiach uhorského
pohranicia dokazuju, ze Bardejov bol v 13. storo¢i vyznamnou kralovskou dedinou.”
O sprévnych $trukttrach na jeho tzemi v obdobi pred udelenim mestskych vysad
nemédme ziadne priame informdcie.® Az listina krdla Karola I. z roku 1320 prini-
$a relevantné tdaje o vyvoji Bardejova a najstarsich orgdnov samosprdvy a stidnic-
tva na jeho tzemi’* Tento vyvoj Siel ruka v ruke s procesom dosidlovania lokality
(a Sirsieho okolia) obyvatelstvom nemeckého pévodu, ktorého pociatky modzu siahat
do prvej tretiny 13. storocia, dokdzatelne do jeho prvej polovice.” Listina z roku
1320 predstavuje legislativne zavfsenie tejto etapy vyvoja Bardejova, pricom okolnos-
ti jej vydania, prdva a povinnosti miestnej komunity aj $pecifickd lokovania Bardejo-
va boli predmetom doterajsicho vyskumu.’® Z neho vyplyva aj to, ze loka¢nd listina
pre Bardejov sa lisi od lokaénych listin vyddvanych v Sarisi najmi tym, Ze komunita
hosti tu vystupuje ako adresit vysad a povinnosti na prvom mieste v listine, pred
vymenovanim vysad lokdtora Vavrinca.”

Pre skiimanie pociatkov mestskej spravy v Bardejove je kluc¢ovou osoba lokd-
tora a dedi¢ného richtdra Vavrinca. Jeho prévomoci nad miestnym obyvatelstvom
st Siroko koncipované a tykaju sa sidnictva sporov a trestnych ¢inov vritane krade-
ze, podpala¢stva a vrazdy.”® To umoziiovalo dedi¢nému richtdrovi vyndsat rozsudok
smrti, ilo teda o kompetencie tzv. vysSicho stdnictva. Udelenie tychto pravomoci
bolo v starsej literatire vnimané ako vynimo¢né a motivované strategickou polohou
Bardejova v pohraniéi.” V kontexte dosidlovania Sariga viak boli pravomoci v oblas-
ti vyssicho sidnictva udelované aj dedi¢nym richtdrom menej vyznamnych lokalit,
¢asto Slachtickymi zemepdnmi.®® Z tohto pohladu je vymedzenie sidnych prévomoci

HUDACEK, Boli Nemci, s. 136. ULICNY, Dejiny osidlenia, s. 22 — 24. HUDACEK, Bardejov, s.
79.

Podla P. HUDACKA mohol byt Bardejov strediskom polovného reviru Arpadoveov (lovecky dom)
a kostol sv. Egidia mohol byt krdlovskou kaplnkou. Tomuto postaveniu by zodpovedala aj spréva
sidliska. HUDACEK, Boli Nemci, s. 143.

* SAPO, AB, MMB, LL, sign. 17. JUCK, Vysady, s. 94 — 95.

> HUDACEK, Boli Nemci, s. 148 — 149.

» ULICNY, K dejindm Bardejova, s. 23 — 36. HUDACEK, Bardejov, s. 81 — 82. RABIK, Nemecké
osidlenie, s. 130 — 131. RABIK, Villam locare, s. 140 — 141. MAGDOSKO, Mestsky status, s. 53 —
55.

RABIK, Villam locare, s. 141.

»Statuimus eciam, ut omnes causas et earum articulos, tam furti quam incendii, homicidii et omninm
aliorum, quocunque nomine censeantur, Laurencius, filius Laurencii, eo quod dictam civitatem
nostram populosam efficiet, cui iudicatum eiusdem in filios filiorum et heredum succesorum contulimus,
iudicabit iuris ordine et decerner.“ JUCK, Vysady, s. 94.

ULICNY, K dejindm Bardejova, s. 32 — 33.

Napriklad oltysovi v dedine Sindliar. RABIK, Villam locare, s. 145. Podobné priklady v inych
lokalitich uvadza: SOKOLOVSKY, Leon. Sprdva stredovekej dediny na Slovensku. Bratislava: AEP,
2002, s. 70.
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Novu etapu vo sfragistickom a heraldickom vyvoji mesta predstavuje udelenie
erbu panovnikom Ladislavom V. diia 5. jina 1453.%8 Erbovou listinou udelil panov-
nik mestu prévo pecatit ¢ervenym voskom, podla vzoru kosickej erbovej listiny.**’ Po
vydani erbovej listiny nechalo mesto vyhotovit dve pecatidld majstrovi MikuldSovi
z Olomouca.®® Odvtedy mesto pouzivalo pri pecateni pisomnosti pecat z éerveného
vosku s vyobrazenym erbom mesta a kruhopisom: Sigillum*maius*civitatis*bartphe*-
terre*hungarie.*>'

f

428 SA PO, AB, MMB, LL, sign. 702. NOVAK,
Pelate miest a obct, s. 54. MYSZKOVSZKY,
Bartfa vdros legrégibb, s. 136.

49 RABIK, Vladimir. Erbové listiny pre mestd
a meste¢kd na Slovensku v stredoveku. In:
Zbornik Filozofickej fakulty Univerzity Ko-
menského — Historica: zborntk k 65. narodeni- -
ndm profesora Leona Sokolovského. Bratislava:
Univerzita Komenského, 2015, roc. 49, s.
192

Listina richtdra a mestskej rady Bardejova z r. 1497.
Na listine sa nachddza pritlacend mestskd pecat z cer-

430 NOVAK, Pecate miest a obci, s. 54.
41 ' HUDACEK, Bardejov, s. 89.
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veného vosku s vyobrazenym mestskym erbom. SA
PO, AB, MMB, LL, sign. 3303.

Okrem vyddvania listin a vedenia dGradnej korespondencie zacalo mesto viest
mestské knihy od druhého decénia 15. storodia. NajstarSou zachovanou mestskou
knihou je danovy sapis z roku 1413.%2 Od 20. rokov 15. storocia za¢alo mesto viest
evidenciu Gctov. V porovnani s najstarsimi mestskymi knihami inych miest na Gzemi
Slovenska (Bratislava — r. 1364, Kosice — r. 1394, Trnava — r. 1394)% sa s knihou,
ktord by mala charakter hlavnej, pamitnej mestskej knihy, stretdvame v Bardejove az
v 30. rokoch 15. storo¢ia, ako na fiu odkazuje zdznam z roku 1439.%* Kedze zéznam
spomina notdrsku zmluvu Frantiska Witheho, ktord je zapisand v knihe v stc¢asnosti
evidovanej ako Zdznamovd kniha mesta Bardejov, predpokladdme, Ze préve tdto kniha
splitala funkciu hlavnej pamitnej knihy mesta.** Jej obsah tvori agenda pokonant ci-
vilného stdnictva, zdznamy testamentov a register novoprijatych mestanov.

Od pociatku vedenia mestskych knih sa stretdvame so $pecializovanymi mest-
skymi knihami (dafiové stipisy, G¢tovné registre, sidne knihy mesta).** Priblizne od
polovice 15. storocia sa od u¢tovnych registrov odlisili hlavné tictovné knihy mesta,
ktoré zaznamendvali prijmy a vydavky za dlhsie ¢asové obdobie. Tieto knihy obsahu-
ji kazdoro¢ne evidované zoznamy richtdrov a ¢lenov vnuitornej a vonkajsej mestskej
rady,’ ¢im splitaja aj dalie funkcie (evidenénd, pamitni). V takejto podobe boli
vedené aj v 16. storodi a so zretelom na ich formélne znaky (pismo, vizba, spdsob
vyhotovenia) ich m6Zeme povazovat za hlavné mestské knihy. Zo systému uétovnych
knih sa na konci 40. rokov 15. storocia oddelili G¢ty farnosti v podobe samostatnej
Uttovnej knihy kostola sv. Egidia v Bardejove.*® Aj najvyznamnejsie duchovné brat-
stvo v Bardejove si viedlo od roku 1483 vlastnt t¢tovnd knihu.®” Okrem tychto
knih sa v mestskej kanceldrii viedli registre vina, pldtna, sto¢nych poplatkov, registre
obilnych desiatkov a iné.

Z jazykového hladiska prevlidala v mestskej kanceldrii latiné¢ina. Od 40. rokov
15. storoéia sa do popredia dostdvala nemcina a v obdobi intenzivnych kontaktov
mesta s ]. Jiskrom a bratrickymi velitelmi sa zna¢nd ¢ast pisomnej komunikdcie vied-
la v ¢estine. 4

42 SA PO, AB, MMB, K, sign. 917.

433 HUDACEK, Pavol. Pamitnd kniha mesta Sabinova (Liber annalium) z roku 1446. In: RABIK,
Vladimir (ed.). Litteris ac moribus imbutus. Studia historica Tyrnaviensia, 2014, ro¢. 16, s. 237.
LEHOTSKA, Vyvoj bratislavskej, s. 225. LEHOTSKA, Darina. K pociatkom vedenia mestskych
knth na Slovensku. In: Historické stidie, 1959, ro¢. 5, s. 325 — 326.

84 Conventionem et rationem notarii require in libro memoriali* FE]ERPATAKY, Magyarorszdgi vi-
rosok, s. 469.

4 SA PO, AB, MMB, K, sign. 431.

46 HUDACEK, Pamiitn4 kniha, s. 238 — 239.

47 SA PO, AB, MMB, K, sign. 1660; sign. 1669; sign. 1683; sign. 1694; sign. 1700.

% SA PO, AB, MMB, K, sign. 1649.

39 Uttovnd a &lenskd kniba spolku Confraternitas Matris Misericordiae. SA PO, AB, MMB, K, sign. 1678.

440 SEDIVY, Stredoveké mestd, s. 107 — 108.
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Conclusion

The work submitted presents the results of research into the municipal author-
ities in Bardejov in the Middle Ages from 1320 to 1526. Research focused on issues
related to the development of the municipal administration, individual institutions,
and their competencies and activities in various areas of urban life.

In the development of the town administration in Bardejov in the Middle Ages,
we can distinguish two stages — that with a hereditary town judge (1320 to 1376) and
the period of elected self-government. The ancestral reeve (scultetus) resulted from the
conditions of Bardejov’s location at the beginning of the 14th century. The location
deed granted to the hereditary reeve and the inhabitants of Bardejov by King Charles
I of Anjou shows that in the case of Bardejov it was a well-developed community that
declared its own rights in the first instance, before the rights and obligations of the
reeve, Laurence. This corresponds to the terminology of the royal charter granting
Bardejov the status civitas. From the point of view of the administrative and judicial
competences of the reeve, Laurence and his successors, we can state that they corre-
sponded to the competencies granted to the hereditary reeve. It is worth mentioning
in particular the power of what can be termed the higher judiciary (for major cases),
which authorized the hereditary town judge and his successors to try all offences and
pass death sentences.

The hereditary judiciary as a type of administrative establishment is often per-
ceived in the case of urban settlements as an institution that did not allow for an
adequate development of important rights and freedoms in urban communities. In
the Middle Ages, a number of towns in what is now the territory of Slovakia devel-
oped in this way, each of which had specific conditions of development. As Bardejov’s
example shows, a hereditary judiciary did not hinder the dynamic economic and
social growth that took place in the decades following the issuing of the settlement
deed. Undeniably, the interest of the Angevin rulers in strengthening the border area
and developing trade with the Kingdom of Poland was a very important factor here.
Bardejov, although administered by the hereditary town judge, was too important
for the Hungarian rulers to allow a decline either socially or economically. This was
matched by the granting of important privileges, the construction of walls and the
overall completion of the urban structure, which took place in the first decades of the
second half of the 14th century. In the case of Bardejov, we see the strong influence
of the monarch in the retention of several powers (for example the half-tithe and the
election of parish priest) and finally in the way in which the office of hereditary judge
itself was removed.

Almost all the preserved documents of the period to the end of the 14th century
emphasize the hierarchical relationship of the monarch to his town, but they reveal very

little about the hereditary judges and significant representatives of the local community.

We can observe a gradual development towards the emancipation of the town commu-
nity, which undoubtedly existed at the time of the publication of the settlement deed,




yet its representatives and, especially, their power to represent the town before the
monarch with regard to the judiciary only gradually came into being from the mid-
dle of the 14th century. It is probable that in this last third, the newly emancipated
urban elites did not want to accept the power and privileges of the hereditary judges,
all the more so if there was a decline in the actual administration of this institution.

Only morsels of information have been preserved about the origin of the repre-
sentatives of the hereditary judiciary in Bardejov. Given the influence of the monarch
described above, it can be assumed that they were nobles who could also have come
from the monarch’s court familiars. This is borne out by the title comes, used in the
case of the hereditary chief judge of Bardejov, Henry. Further information on the
property ownership, social origins and family ties of the Bardejov reeves is minimal.
We are also unable to determine whether the office of hereditary judge was held by
members of one family during the period under review. At the end of this stage of
the town administration, the office of hereditary town judge in Bardejov underwent
social and economic crisis, the powers of the reeve were abused and these reasons,
communicated by representatives of the town community, led to its definitive aboli-
tion by the monarch and to a financial settlement between the various parties.

The transition from hereditary fortune to elected self-government was the result
of several factors. The inclusion of Bardejov in the category of free royal towns and
the adoption of the legal customs of Buda and Kosice resulted in the organization
of the town administration and the establishment of a variant of annually elected
councillors (iurati cives), headed by a town judge (iudex). At the end of the 14th
century, the town council had eight members; from the 15th century, the model of a
twelve-member town council with a town judge was applied. Precedence in the city
council was according to rank with new members of the town council placed last.
A record from 1467 reports on the system of the election of the town judge and the
town council. It is more than likely that it reflects certain changes that had occurred
in contrast with the previous period. We can only assume that at the beginning of
the free election of the town judge and the town council, these representatives of the
town were elected by the town community or through selected eminent men. From
the 15th century, the collective electoral and control powers of the entire community
of burghers passed to the elected body of the council of elders. The electoral system
itself became closed in the second half of the 15th century, following the example of
Buda, and changes in personnel in positions among the council of elders and town
council took place during the month of January.

The town judge and the councillors had competencies in the areas of justice,
administration, the town’s economy and the representation of the entire town com-
munity. They were authorized to issue documents on matters of the town and its
burghers. As town envoys, they took part in diplomatic negotiations, where they
spoke on behalf of citizens and defended the interests of all the city’s inhabitants.
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The judiciary was one of the most important competencies of the town judge
and the councillors. Already in the period of the hereditary reeve, the competences
of the reeve in the field of justice had been extended to cases where members of the
extra-urban population had committed serious offences in the city and within its
boundaries (known as the “right of the sword” of 1365). If a burgher from Bardejov
committed an offence outside the town or if he was part of a dispute there, he had
the right to be tried before his own town court (Queen Elizabeth’s decree of 1374).
This right did not apply to serious offences, which were subject to the judicial author-
ities operating in the territory. There were also cases of an extraordinary territorial
extension of the powers of the Bardejov town council to the whole county, but these
were temporary provisions concerning the capture of criminals and bandits during
the wars.

The town judge and the town council adjudicated over the entire town popula-
tion in civil and criminal matters, and residents of other social status (nobility, serfs)
in cases where they committed offences in the town or against the town and the
townsfolk. The inhabitants of the town had the right and obligation to be tried before
the town court, which was the court of first instance. The second-instance, appellate
body, was the court of magister tavarnicorum; at the beginning of its functioning, the
town of appellate instance became Kosice. The annual meetings of the town council
were held on announced dates during the year (iuditium bannitum). The judicial ac-
tivity of the town council was not completely separated from the administration, as
borne out by records of various types of proceedings during the sessions of the town
court or the town council. The town court was chaired by the town judge and in his
absence he was represented by a selected member of the town council or a deputy
town judge. The practice of representing the chief judge in his judicial powers led to
the creation of a “protunc” function of the town judge. The deputy town judge had
similar powers at the sessions of the municipal court. It was a temporary function
which the town judge could entrust to a number of people during one term of office
and which was not identical to the “protunc” function.

In addition to their participation in the sessions of the municipal court, the
senators also acted in the administration as persons of trust, before whom the towns-
folk could make statements concerning inheritance proceedings, property proceed-
ings and economic transactions. The senators supervised the town’s economy, with
administration divided into individual town facilities. These were mainly strategic
town facilities such as the granary, mills, fulling mill and a taproom. The administra-
tors of the church and the monastery were drawn from the ranks of seniors. Chosen
councillors, together with the town judge, took part in diplomatic trips. The town
judge and the councillors were the supreme holders of power and authority in the
town environs. These attributes were publicly demonstrated in various ways.
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One of the symbols of the power and authority of the town authorities was the
town hall, a place where the judge and the town council met in their deliberations,
exercised their competencies and administered all aspects of town life. Another form
of the expression of power was in the rituals and ceremonies that accompanied the
election of town dignitaries or their induction into office. These were liturgical cele-
brations, prayers, the taking of an oath after taking office or the ceremonial admis-
sion of an adept to the office of a town notary.

The occupation of the highest positions in the town administration was almost
exclusively tied to belonging to the town’s elite. The fundamental precondition for
social growth in the urban environment was the acceptance of ius civile. From this
point on, the factors of the social and economic growth of individuals or families
were very individual, as shown by investigation into the social conditions of select-
ed Bardejov families. In the case of families whose members held positions in the
town administration, strategies leading to the social rise and maintenance of the elite
position of a family can be observed. One of them is the filling of positions of the
collective bodies of the town administration by family members, and the repeated or
lifelong holding of the position of councillor or senior. Another strategy was a policy
of marriages which strengthened ties with representatives of town elites in other
towns (Kosice and Cracow). To rise into the town’s elite was also possible outside
family ties, but involved a limited group of migrant intellectuals and scholars who
used positions in the town administration (rector of the city school, town notary) to
achieve the rank of councillor or town judge.

The person of the town notary (notarius, Stadtschreiber) held several positions:
he was the dignitary responsible for the functioning of the town chancery and the
issuing of documents. He participated in meetings of the town council and the town
court and kept written records of them and he had sole authority to keep records
in the books of the town. In addition, he acted as a diplomat who, together with
the judge and selected councillors, conducted diplomatic negotiations, often at the
highest level. Municipal notaries working in Bardejov were graduates of universities
in Central Europe (Cracow and Vienna) and almost all occasionally provided the
services of a notary public. In terms of the structure of the town administration, the
town notary represented the incorporation of the broader sphere of employees of the
town administration and its upper, management element, which was represented by
the town judge and the town council.

In addition to the town judge and the town council, there were oth-
er collective bodies in the town: the community of burghers (communitas civi-
um) and the outer council (centum viri alias seniores). The community of burgh-
ers originally created all burghers with full powers, having the right to choose
the judge, the town council and the parish priest and most probably having the
power to comment on important issues concerning the wider town community.
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At the beginning of the elected town administration, the judge and the town council
were elected from among them. The community of burghers was the addressee of
town privileges and also appeared in the titles of some documents issued by repre-
sentatives of the town. From the 15th century, the influence and importance of this
body declined, as the towns governed by ius tavernicale adopted a closed system of
elections of self-governing bodies according to the Buda model. The competencies of
the entire full community of townsfolk were taken over by a body termed the elected
municipality or the outer council. In the first half of the 15th century, in Bardejov
this body was called “the fifty men”, and from the second half, in connection with
the changes that took place in Buda and subsequently in other cities, it was renamed
“the one hundred men”. The number of seniores in Bardejov ranged from 60 to 80
men. The exact criteria on the basis of which a citizen could become a senior are not
known. We know that they were wealthy, esteemed men and fathers of families in
the community, including the representatives of guilds. The individual town districts
and suburbs were represented in the outer council. The most important competence
of the outer council was the election of the town judge and the town council, which
always took place in January on the feast of St Agnes. Previously, the old town coun-
cil had submitted the previous accounts into the hands of the outer council. The
newly elected town judge and councillors then appointed a new outer council. The
head of the outer council was a senior, called the “head and chief of the seniors” (sen-
iorum principalis et caput). In the Bardejov environment, the naming of spokesmen
or tribunes did not take place in practice. Functions in the outer council were most
likely to be for life. Senior citizens did not have such significant competencies in the
town judiciary and administration as the town judge and the town council. Despite
this, there were situations where the town judge and the town council consulted
with senior citizens or presented them with matters on which to comment. Seniors
participated in the taxation of the town’s population and they acted as administrators
of some municipal facilities together with councillors. They acted as trustworthy wit-
nesses in the statements of citizens regarding property, inheritance proceedings and
testamentary bequests and as guarantors in legal proceedings.

In addition to the elected town dignitaries (senators and seniors), other repre-
sentatives of the town administration were employed by the town. This meant that
a town employee performed services for the town on the basis of a closed contract
and received a salary for them. In contrast to town employees who performed their
activities at a lower level of the town administration, the town advocate (procurator)
had a specific position. A letter of attestation authorized him to represent the town
in any litigation before the secular and ecclesiastical courts. Other town employ-
ees were craftsmen (carpenter, blacksmith), shepherds, wardens of hunting grounds,
carters, weavers of wool, shearers and cloth cutters. The vineyards were managed
by winegrowers and during the grape harvest the town employed workers, carters
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and guardians of the vineyards. An innkeeper and waiters worked in the town tap-
room (inn). Among the town employees, the master of the town’s water supply and
sewers (Roermeyster) held an important position. His task was to build the town’s
water supply and sewerage system, and carry out its maintenance and repairs. Master
craftsmen from Cracow worked at the beginning of the construction of the water
supply system in the town. From the middle of the 15th century, this position was
held by local master craftsmen. Another important and specialized town employee
was an artillery master (pixidarius, bombardista). His knowledge and skills were so
important to the town that incorporated into his contract were provisions on the
exclusiveness of his work for the town. An artillery master also participated in the
representation of the town and performed tasks in town diplomacy. Other paid po-
sitions in the town administration related to the defence of the town and signalling
functions were guards, heralds, a bell ringer and a clockmaker. The defence of the
town was provided by a mercenary company with a captain, but they cannot be con-
sidered town employees in the true sense of the word. In the area of the judiciary, the
town employed people who served as a constable, a court messenger, a patrolman and
an executioner. The town itself borrowed the executioner from other towns for the
carrying out of capital punishment: there is no mention of an executioner’s perma-
nent residence in the town. Sometimes the executioner also performed the services
of dog-catcher.

In the field of culture and art the town acted as patron and commissioner of
works of art. The artists who worked in this field were employed by the town like
other town employees. Their role involved making works of art or architectural
work. The town’s musicians, an organist and trumpeters, were retained on a perma-
nent basis.

A separate category of town employees were town servants (famuli civitatis).
Their competencies differed, some servants being heavily involved in town diplo-
macy. As the town did not have any professional diplomats in this area, the town
judge, senators and notary took part in diplomatic missions and negotiations. Their
journeys led to the monarch, from the dignitaries of the royal court most often to
the treasurer and magister tavarnicorum. The monarch most often asked the town
delegates to pay taxes, convene an assembly or celebrate the life of the royal family.
In addition to talks at the highest level, town delegates participated in meetings of
the court of magister tavarnicorum and meetings of representatives of eastern Slovak
towns (Kosice, Presov, Levo¢a and Sabinov). There were also written contact and
the exchange of messages between towns. At a lower level, the tasks of town diplo-
macy were performed by servants, messengers, runners, waggoneers and, last but
not least, spies.
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The relationship of the town to the structures of ecclesiastical administration
was defined by town privileges and town patronage law. The most important rights
and obligations of the town were related to the free election of the parish priest, the
surrender of the tithe and the administration of churches and ecclesiastical institu-
tions. In the ecclesiastical sphere, the town established the office of church fathers
(vitrici ecclesiae), who were in charge of the administration of the church of St Egidius
and the monastery church of St John the Baptist. Their main competence was finan-
cial economic management and the submission of the annual accounts of the institu-
tions entrusted with them. A parish clergyman headed by a parish priest worked in
the town. The town priest was initially chosen by the community of burghers, later
by the town judge and the town council. At the end of the 14th century, this power
was pre-empted by the monarch, contrary to the town’s privileges, who subsequently
confirmed to the town community the free choice of parish priest. The town’s right
of patronage in the selection of a candidate for the position of parish priest was lim-
ited to the act of presenting the candidate to the diocesan bishop. The parish priest
was the administrator of the town parish, which formed a separate economic entity.
His duties concerned spiritual and liturgical life in the town. In relation to the other
clergy in the parish, the parish priest had the power to accept a cleric for a vacant
benefice or to release him. The rector of the school was also subject to the authority
of the town priest. It was the duty of the town priest to feed the rector of the school,
the preacher and the chaplains. The parish priest of Bardejov occasionally held the
position of vice-archdeacon. Together with the pastors of the surrounding villages,
they founded the town fraternity of the Mother of Mercy, which they administered
in its beginnings. The chaplains, together with the town priest, provided for the
spiritual needs of the town population, they served holy mass and administered the
altar funds. At the end of the Middle Ages, priests for individual ethnic groups (Slo-
vak, German) also worked in the parish.

A member of the clergy could also work in the town school as a teacher or
rector of the school. During the 15th and the beginning of the 16th centuries,
this post was secularized, but the town school was still ideologically, economical-
ly and architecturally connected with the church. The town’s patronage over the
local parish was reflected in securing and financing the needs of the parish priest
and other clergy. Care for sacred buildings and the school meant regular financing
and ensuring the maintenance and architectural reconstruction of these buildings.
In addition, the town took financial care of the Augustinian monastery and the
monastery church, the hospital of the Holy Spirit and St Leonard’s with hospital
churches, property and staff.
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Vendelin Jankovi¢, as the author of a chapter on the medieval history of Barde-
jov in a monograph from 1975, stated that the town administration did not show
special features and peculiarities in comparison with other towns in the Kingdom of
Hungary. This statement could confirm a very general view of the town administra-
tion as a structure established solely by a decree of the monarch or by the adoption
of town law. As the results of previous research show, the self-governing development
of the town was largely determined by the individual conditions and interests of the
people who lived in it. The town administration thus appears as a structured organ-
ism, strongly connected with town society and influenced by its development. For
this reason, the topic of the municipal administration is important for the research of
town history, and I believe that its elaboration in the monograph presented here will
serve as a starting point for further research.

Translated by

James Sutherland-Smith
and Katarina Soltis Smith
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Miria Fedor¢dkovd (1982) posobi ako vyskumnd pracovnicka na Katedre histérie
Filozofickej fakulty Univerzity Pavla Jozefa Safirika v Kosiciach. Vysokoskolské $ta-
dium absolvovala na Presovskej univerzite v Presove v odboroch dejepis — hudobnd
vychova (2006) a archivnictvo a pomocné vedy historické (2007). Dizerta¢n pricu
obhdjila na Instittte histérie Filozofickej fakulty Presovskej univerzity v Presove v
roku 2011, kde pdsobila do r. 2018 ako odbornd asistentka. Zije v Kosiciach s man-
7elom Petrom a dcérami Annou a AlZbetou.
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