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PROLOG

Vazeni ¢tenafi,

vitejte u knihy, jez ma byt privodcem na cesté za na$imi krajany
ve vzdalenych zemich. Za lidmi, kteff néco dokéazali, a pfesto nikdy
nezapomnéli na svou rodnou vlast. Tato kniha obsahuje jen stfipek
z ptibéhi, které shromazdujeme v ramci projektu Czechoslovak Talks
ve spolupréaci s Nadaénim fondem Dotek. Prostiednictvim vypravéni
zachycenych v této knize chceme vSem &étenaiim, ale pfedevsim mla-
dé generaci pfiblizit osudy nasich vyznamnych krajani. Kazdy ¢lovék
je jedinec¢ny a ptedev$im na ném samotném zaleZi, co ve svém Zivoté
dokaze - at uz ve své rodné zemi, ¢i kdekoliv ve svété.

Unikatni osudy Cechoslovaki pro nds mohou byt ponaugenim, Ze nej-
dilezitéjsi je neztratit viru v sebe sama. Kdyz se ¢lovék rozhodne vy-
dat za svym snem, mtiZe ho svou pili, pracovitosti a nezdolnou viili na-
konec dosdhnout. A cesta k jeho naplnéni nemusi byt jen strastiplna
a posetd prekazkami, mize také vést k hlub§imu poznani a pochopeni
cile, k némuz smétujeme. Jak pravi ¢lovék znaly osudi nasich krajant
Jaromir Slapota: ,Smutno je élovéku ve svété, jen# zapomina na hroby
svych krald a svatych vrodné zemi.*

Sedm ptibéhl sedmi riiznych lidf ze ¢ty¥ rliznych zem{ a t¥f kontinen-
ti do komiksové podoby pfevedl talentovany umélec Toma$ Panek.
Komiks je zpracovan v éeském jazyce a doplnén o anglicky pfeklad,
kniha tak mtze poslouzit i jako edukativni ptirucka pro uditele déje-
pisu a anglického jazyka. Historie se nejlépe uci skrze ptibéhy lidi,
ktef1 ji zili.

Za projekt Czechoslovak Talks

Jaroslav Horky, Martina Kanakova,
Tomas Panek a Martin Nekola
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Ing. Karel Velan

*8.2.1918, Ostrava
129.9. 2017, Montreal, Québec

Narodil se v Ostravé ¢eskému otci a polské matce. V roce
1939 uspésné zakoncil studia strojniho inZenyrstvi na Vy-
sokém uceni technickém v Brné. Kvili némecké okupaci
Ceskoslovenska se dotkal inZenyrského titulu aZ o $est let
pozdéji. Hned po skonéeni druhé svétové valky zalozil prv-
ni firmu na vyrobu automatickych textilnich stroji. V roce
1947 absolvoval dvoumésiéni stz v USA, kterd jeho podni-
kéani dodala mezinarodni rozmér. Zku$enosti z USA mu brzy
zajistily uspéch, obchodni zakazky ptichazely i ze zapadni
Evropy.

Po komunistickém puc¢i se rozhodl odejit s manzelkou Ol-
gou a dvéma syny do exilu do Svycarska. V zemi helvétské-
ho kiize vynalezl unikatni kondenzaé¢ni aparat. Zhruba po
roce se presunul do kanadského Montrealu, kde se s rodi-
nou usidlil natrvalo a pokrac¢oval v plodné praci. V Kanadé
zalozil roku 1950 firmu Velan Engineering Ltd. a v dal$ich
letech si ptipsal fadu uspéchi véetné vysokych statnich vy-
znamenani, dvaceti svétovych patentt v oblasti primyslové
vyroby turbin a roz$iteni vyroby na tfi kontinenty. Velano-
vy vynalezy se uplatnily v ropném a chemickém primyslu,
v jadernych elektrarnach a vyuZilo je i americké ndmot-
nictvo, které se Velanovy turbiny rozhodlo po naroénych
zkou§kach ve vlastnich vyzkumnych dstavech nainstalovat
na letadlovych lodich a ponorkach. Velanova vynalézavost
a obchodni duch umoznily firmé rozsitit vyrobu na dvé de-
sitky typl primyslovych armatur.

déli do Cech, podporovah Vybor dobré vile prvni damy Olgy
Havlové a détskou nemocnici, financovali vystavbu domovi
pro matky s détmi a télesné postiZzené a mnoho jinych hu-
manitarnich pr0]ektu Karel Velan zemfel v Montrealu jen
par mésicil pred svymi stymi narozeninami. Uspésna firma
nadale expanduje, roéné prodava stovky tisic produkti do
celého svéta.

CANADA

Ing. Karel Velan

* February 8, 1918, Ostrava
1 September 29, 2017, Montreal, Québec

Karel Velan was born in Ostrava, to a Czech father and
a Polish mother. He studied mechanical engineering
at the Brno University of Technology and successfully
graduated in 1939. He had to wait six years for his en-
gineering degree, on account of the German occupa-
tion of Czechoslovakia. Shortly after WWII ended, he
founded the first company making automatic textile
machines. In 1947 he spent two months in the United
States on a study trip which helped him elevate his
company to an international level. Experience gained
abroad meant success and his company was soon ac-
cepting orders from Western Europe.

After the Communists seized control over the gover-
nment, Karel and Olga took their two sons and fled
to Switzerland. During their stay there, he invented
a unique solution for steam traps dealing with con-
densation. About a year later, the family moved to
Montreal in Canada to settle down, and Velan conti-
nued his work. In 1950 he founded Velan Engineering
Ltd., and the following years were very successful for
him. He received Montreal and Quebec’s highest ho-
nors, patented twenty inventions in industrial turbine
engineering and began manufacturing his products
on three continents. Velan's inventions were used
in the oil and chemical industries, by nuclear power
plants and by the US Navy, which decided to install
them on their aircraft carriers and submarines after
testing them thoroughly in their own research facili-
ties. Velan's creativity and commercial vision propel-
led the company forward, and they began making over
twenty types of industrial valves.

After the fall of the Iron Curtain, Mr. and Mrs. Velan
regularly visited the Czech Republic and supported
First Lady Olga Havlova's charity Committee of Good
Will, as well as a children’s hospital. They also founded
the construction of centers for young mothers, people
with physical disabilities and numerous other humani-
tarian projects. Karel Velan passed away in Montreal,
just a few months short of turning 100 years old. His
company continues to expand and sells hundreds of
thousands of products all over the world.



Koncem dubna 1945
osvobodili Brno rumunské

P
Brno was liberated

Zivot se nam vraci
do starych koleji,
vid, Ivanku...

Karle, myslis, Ze ten plan
vybudovat vlastni podnikéni
bude tak snadny?

Nezapomet, Ze jsem v Prostéjové pét let
di'el pro Némce v tovarné na raketové
soudastky. U¢il jsem se od téch nejlepsich
konstruktéri. Mam v paméti viechny
nakresy, sta¢i pfidat vlastni ndpady
a uvidis, ze vSichni budou koukat. Véf mi!

in late April o
a sovétské jednotky pod velenim 1945 by .ls’ovie{and
mars§ala Malinovského. Romanian troops
led by Marshall
Malinovsky.
Zerotin Square,
Brno, Spring 1945
Zerotinské namésti, Brno, jaro 1945
SVOBODA! <
Plééo, mam ra,do'stkze jeto - “I'm so happy this
Silenstvi za nami. Kone¢né madness is over, Olga.
otve\{rou ‘vy.soke skolz,v They'll finally reopen
dodélam si diplom a mzu the universities,
se pustit do podnikéni. I'll finish my degree

and then I can start
my own business.”

- “Things are starting
to get back to normal,
right, Karel?”

«

- “FREEDOM!”

- “Karel, do you think
running your own
business will really
be that easy?”

P

- “Don’t forget I spent
five years toiling

for the Germans in
Prostéjov making
rocket parts.

I learnt from the best
people. I remember all
the designs, I'll just
implement my own
ideas and I'll win
everyone over, you'll
see. Trust me!”



tovarna Velbo, Brno

Budeme
potiebovat dalsi
lidi do vyroby...

Tomu fikam [7]
uspéch...

by

S pritelem Jaroslavem Bouékem zalozZili firmu
Velbo, ktera zacala vyrabét automatickeé
stroje pro textilni priamysl.

Firma prosperovala. Zakazky
se hrnuly od éeskoslovenskych,
ale i $vycarskych a americkych

vyrobci textilnich stroj.

Talentovanému konstruktérovi
byla umoZnéna studijni cesta

Za dva mésice

do USA. Mami, koukej.

Svycarsko, 1948

jsem zpét!

Velan

Unorovy prevrat vie od zdkladd zménil.

ovi utekli do Svycarska.

Ale, porad premyslim
nad praci.

Co se déje?
Jsi posledni
dny néjaky
zamlkly...

Po navratu z cesty zaloZil
vlastni firmu.

«
Velbo factory, Brno

- “We’ll need to hire
more people...”

He co-founded
a company called
Velbo with his friend
Jaroslav Boucek.
It manufactured
automatic machines
for the textile
industry.

«
- “Now that’s what
Icall a success.”

The company thrived.
Textile machine
manufacturers from
Czechoslovakia,

but also Switzerland
and the United
States, all rushed to
place their orders.

«

The talented designer
was allowed to study
in the US.

- “I'll be back in two
months!”

- “Send us a telegram!”

After returning,
he set up his own
company.

When the Communists
seized power

in February 1948,
everything changed.
The Velan family fled
to Switzerland.

1948, Switzerland
- “Look mommy, look!”

-«
- “What is the matter
with you? You've been
rather quiet...”

- “Iam still thinking
about work...”

0-



Montreal, Kanada, ¢ervenec 1949

«
While in
Switzerland, Velan
came up with
a unique solution for
steam traps dealing
with condensation,
an invention he later
patented and called
“Velan Universal
Steam Trap”

&«
July 1949,
Montreal, Canada

A year later, the
family moved to
Montreal. Velan
rented a small
workshop from
the Bata company
and continued

Velan béhem pobytu ve Svycarsku gzl;gllt;}s);ng his
vynalezl unikatni feseni ’
kondenzaéniho aparatu na paru, 0 rok pozdéji se rodina pfestéhovala
znamého pod nazvem ,Velan do Montrealu. 0d firmy Bata si Velan
Universal Steam Trap“, ktery si pronajal malou vyrobnu, kde své
posléze nechal patentovat. podnikani dale rozvijel.
P

Dékuji, vytidte

prosim panu
tediteli, Ze

~| jsem mu velmi

zavazan.

Je to va3e, pane
Velane. Tomas
Bata Vas nechava
pozdravovat.

-1

To byly zaéatky koncernu Velan
Engineering Ltd. Velan si musel vzit
pijéku 300 000 dolart, ale risk se
vyplatil. Firma se rozriistala.

Po néjakém ¢ase zaméstnavala 2 000
lidi v deviti zemich na celém svété.

- “The place is yours,
sir. Tomds$ Bata sends
his regards.”

- “Thank you. Please
express my sincere
gratitude to your
CEO.”

«
That was the
beginning of the
corporate group
Velan Engineering
Ltd. Velan had to
take out a loan of
300 ooo dollars
but the risk payed
off. After a while
it employed two
thousand people in
nine countries all
over the world.



Tak, propagacni
materialy v $estndcti

Cesta kolem
svéta deka...

jazycich jsou hotové. [

Velan chtél proniknout
na globalni trh. Sam se vydal na
nékolik velkych obchodnich cest,
béhem nichz ziskaval
nové ziakazky.

i P J":r'-- = "J$¢ A

Montreal, 1953

Stalo to trmaceni
za to? Kolik mas
objednavek?

\

To vi$, Ze ano...

1

Tati, vem nas
piiste taky!

Jen po USA najezdil pfes 30 000 kilometri,
zastavil se ve v§ech velkych méstech
a uspéch byl mimoradny...

aparatu.

No, volnych vikendi ted asi
moc nebude. Jen v tomhle roce
méame objednavky na 42 000

Mr. Velan, po dikladném
testovani jsme se rozhodli
instalovat va$e zatizenf na kazdé
plavidlo a ponorku. Odvedl jste
kus préce, mate mij obdiv!

Jednim z velkych zakaznika Velanovy
firmy bylo i americké namofnictvo.

«

- “Okay, marketing
materials in sixteen
languages are all set.
Around the world

we go...”

Velan wanted to
penetrate the global
market. He went
on several long
business trips by
himself which were
a success and he
accepted many new
orders.

«

- “Was all the trouble
worth it? How many
orders did you get?”

- “Daddy, take us
with you the next time
you go!”

- “Alright, alright, Twill.”

His journey

spanned over 30 0oo
kilometres just in the
US. He visited every
large city and the
success he achieved
was extraordinary...

«

- “Well, we can say
goodbye to free
weekends. We've got
orders for over 42 ooo
devices just for this
year.”

«

- “Mr. Velan, after
thorough testing,

we have made the
decision to install
your device on every
ship and submarine.
You've done a fantastic
job, please accept my
congratulations!”

- “Thank you, General.”
Among the
customers of Velan’s

company was the
US Navy.

12-



KilimandZaro (5 895 m n. m.), Tanzanie

Vedle obrovského pracovniho
vypéti si dokazal najit éas na své
konicky. Miloval lezeni po horach,
navstivil Alpy, Himalaje, vylezl
dokonce na Kilimandzaro, nejvyssi
vrchol Afriky.

Oxfordska univerzita, Anglie

Jednim z velkych Velanovych zajmi
byla astrofyzika a kosmologie.
Ptisel s vlastni teorii velkého
tfesku, o které uspotradala
Oxfordska univerzita
mimofadnou konferenci.

THE
MULTI-UNIVERSE

V Québeku nechal
postavit dvé muzea
kosmologie. Roéné je
navStivi tisice lidi.

Lac Mégantic, Québec,

COSMOS

Pry to muzeum
financoval néjaky

Cech...

THE FIRST COMPLETE STORY OF

THE ORIGIN OF
THE UNIVERSE
e

CeloZivotni poznatky z oboru
sepsal do odborniky velmi
ocefované publikace
o ptivodu vesmiru.

Cosmolab Velan,

Kanada

-13

P
Kilimanjaro

(5 895 m a.s.l.),
Tanzania

He worked
extraordinarily hard,
yet was always able
to find time for his
hobbies. He loved
mountain climbing
and had been to the
Alps, the Himalayas
and even climbed
Mount Kilimanjaro,
the highest
mountain in Africa.

Oxford University,
England

One of Velan's

main interests was
astrophysics and
cosmology. He came
up with his own Big
Bang theory which
was discussed at a
special conference
of the Oxford
University.

«

He used his life-

long interest in

this field to write

a publication on

the origin of the
universe, which was
very well received by
other scholars.

Cosmolab Velan,
Lac Mégantic,
Québec, Canada

He financed

the building of

two museums

of cosmology in
Québec. They
receive thousands of
visitors every year.

- “I've heard a Czech
person funded this
museum...”



Dékuji, pane
Velane. Bez Vas
bychom tu situaci

Stédry muz ten
pan Velan.

jen tézko zvladli...

Montreal a provincie Québec pro
Velana pfedstavovaly jeho druhy
domov. Mnohokrat projevil

1T
Je ptece samoziejmé
pomahat lidem v nouzi.

sviij vdék za to, Ze mu mésto
jako uprchlikovi dalo $anci.
Naptiklad pro Svétovou vystavu
1967 vénoval Montrealu obii
sluneéni hodiny...

Karel Velan spolu s manZelkou Olgou se
zaradili mezi nejvétsi filantropy Kanady.
Stédfe podporovali domovy pro Zeny, déti

bez piistiesi, ale také nové pristéhovalce...

Kanien'kéha!

Thanks for all,
my friends.

Za finanéni pomoc, kterou poskytl

Kanesatake jej dokonce jmenovali
svym nacéelnikem.

indiAnskému kmeni Mohawk v rezervaci

Velan nakoupil teleskopy
a astronomické zatizeni pro
Fadu observatofi.

«

Montreal and Québec
province became

a second home to
Velan. He frequently
expressed his
gratitude that the
city took a chance on
him when he was a
refugee. For example
on the occasion of
World Expo 1967 he
presented the city

of Montreal with an
enormous sundial...

- “Thank you, Mr Velan.
Idon't know how we
would have managed
without your help.”

- “It goes without
saying that we help
those in need.”

- “Mr Velan is such
a generous man.”

Together with

his wife, Karel

Velan became one
Canada’s greatest
philanthropists. He
generously supported
homes for young
mothers and orphans,
as well as newly
arrived immigrants...

P
- “Kanien’kéha!”

- “Thank you for
everything, my friends.”

The Mohawk tribe
who reside on

the Kanesatake
reservation even
named him their
chiefin gratitude for
the financial help he
provided them.

«
Velan bought
telescopes and
astronomical
instruments for
many observatories.

1 -
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Pevné véfim,
Ze se tu svoboda udrzi
dlouhou dobu.

P
S
I/

Ziidil vlastni nadaci Velan Foundation,
ktera vénovala miliony dolari na riizné
dobroéinné téely.

Po padu Zelezné opony Velanovi
pravidelné prijizdéli do Cech.

Cesk
ekonomi
dati vybo

Pane Velane,

. nechtél byste

€ investovat v nasem
ce se
Tneé...

Praha, 1993

it

Vsichni chtéli poznat
spésného cesko-kanadského
pramyslnika.

-1o

| BolSevici tiplné znicili nage oficialni navitéva
zdravotnictvi. Je potieba manzeli Havlovveh
velkych investic... Kanada 1y99(i

1

»

Také prvni damu Olgu Havlovou Velan inspiroval.

R&d vénuji sto tisic dolart,
na ztizeni détské
nemocnice v Brné.

Jste velkorysy,
pane Velane.

«

He set up his own
charity, The Velan
Foundation, which
has donated millions
of dollars to various
worthy causes.

- “I firmly believe
freedom will prevail
for a very long time.”

After the fall of the
Iron Curtain, Mr and
Mrs Velan regularly
visited the Czech
Republic.

«

- “Mr Velan, how
would you feel about
investing in our
company?”

- “The Czech economy
is in an excellent
shape...”

Everyone wanted to
meet the successful
Czech-Canadian
businessman.

- “The Bolsheviks
devastated our
healthcare. There
is a need for major
investments...”

- “I'm happy to help!”

Mr and Mrs Havel on
an official state visit
to Canada, 1990

Velan was even an
inspiration for the
First Lady, Olga
Havel.

«

- “I'm willing to donate
a hundred thousand
dollars to build a new
children’s hospital in
Brno.”

- “You're very
generous, Mr Velan.”



